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Wildland Fire Decision Support System (WFDSS) Review Tips 

June 2010 
This document provides information about reviewing an incident. It outlines what you will find in each 
section of an incident. 

1. Incidents > Information: this section provides the fire basic information, the responsible 
agencies, and FIRECODE information 

 

2. Incidents > Situation: this is the mapping page. From here, you have access to the values layers 
and incident layers for easy viewing and overlaying. 
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From the Situation map, you can also view the Values at Risk results for accepted FSPro runs and 
other fire behavior models.  

You can do this by navigating to the Analyses, choosing a FSPro output, then click the . This 
will expand a window that allows you to view FSPro run information and the values at 
risk.

  

NOTE: You can do this by navigating to the Analyses, 

choosing a FSPro output, then click the . This will 
expand a window that allows you to view FSPro run 
information and the values at risk.
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When you click Values at Risk, you will get a report generated from the values layers available in 
WFDSS. 

 

Keep in mind, the decision editors may not have included all available decision support 
information in their decisions. 

3. Incidents > Objectives: this portion allows you to view the Strategic Objectives/Management 
Requirements from the LMPs, FMPs, GMPs, etc. (overarching plan’s info should be here) 
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4. Incidents > Courses of Action: this should be the strategic direction provided by the unit to 
manage the fire. This portion also contains the estimated cost information and where it was 
derived from. Occasionally if a spreadsheet is used, units will include them in the decision 
document. 

 

5. Incidents > Validation: this portion should contain the information about why the courses of 
action are achievable, such as resource availability, fire behavior, and cost information. 

 

6. Incidents>Decisions: this is the area where you can download a published decision. The 
decisions download as a ZIP file. They need to be extracted for viewing and printing. We 
recommended using FSPDF writer to print to PDF.  
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Below, you can see that you can expand the decision, which allows you to view each section of the 
decision document independently by click the radio button next to the appropriate section. Then, 
click View Decision. 

 

Once you can view the decision, navigate through the document using the content tree on the left. 
Click Content to view each portion. 
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7. Incidents > Periodic Assessment: Duration between assessments is set by the Approver (the 
agency administrator) completing the assessment. If assessments are skipped for the set 
assessment period, the decision could be considered invalid. The Approvers are encouraged to 
document their thoughts and concerns regarding the incident management. The current relative 
risk chart is tracked along with each periodic assessment. 

 

Approvers are provided Some Things to Consider for each assessment. They can also modify the 
number of days between assessments at this point. 
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The current Periodic Assessment (PA) is viewable for the current decision. The previous decisions’ 
PA can be viewed under the Incident History. 

 

8. Incidents > Stratified Cost Index: Completion of a stratified cost analysis is currently not 
required. There are DOI and USFS models. They are based on a floating 10-year average. They 
give the unit a sense of whether they are exceeding historic values. 
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9. Incidents > Relative Risk: this is best reviewed when it is connected to a decision document or 

to a periodic assessment. Use the  icon to expand the sections to determine the inputs and 

rationale for each section. Use the  icon to get specific help for each task that was available 
to editors. The users are instructed to complete the text boxes in the relative risk chart to 
document their assumptions regarding inputs. 

 

10. Incidents > Management Action Points: this is where you can review the inputs for the MAPs, 
when they have been created. 
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11. Detailed Help can be found at http://wfdss.usgs.gov/wfdss_help/index.htm, or within the 

application in the upper right . 
12. Help can also be found under Related Resources on the WFDSS Home Page at 

http://wfdss.usgs.gov/wfdss_help/index.htm 
13. Related Resources link is located in the left hand menu of the WFDSS Home Page. We also have 

links on the right-hand menu to the Latest Information and to our WFDSS Twitter feed. 

 

NOTE: The Left Menu can be 
accessed at any point in the 


