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NIXON WEATHER STATION (#020113) 
ENERGY RELEASE COMPONENT
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OBJECTIVES:OBJECTIVES:

•Define the Dispatcher Role

•Explore the Intelligence tab

• Zone Fire Weather Forecasts 
• ERC- G
• Values Inventory
• Basic Fire Behavior

•Create an Incident

•Explore the Situation Sub tab

Objectives:

Define the Dispatcher Role

Explore the Intelligence tab

Zone Fire Weather Forecasts 

ERC- G

Values Inventory

Basic Fire Behavior

Create an Incident

Explore the Situation Sub tab
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NIXON WEATHER STATION (#020113) 
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Dispatcher RoleDispatcher Role

• Enter information for a new 
WFDSS Incident. 

• Edit incident information for 
incidents they create. 

• Run simple (unsupervised) 
fire behavior analyses.

• Expected to be granted to 
those individuals responsible 
for the initial response,
firecode and fire number.  Will 
vary Unit to Unit, Agency to 
Agency

Dispatcher Role Definition:

Enter information for a new WFDSS Incident. 

Edit incident information for incidents they create. 

Run simple (unsupervised) fire behavior analyses.

Expected to be granted to those individuals responsible for the initial 
response, firecode and fire number.  Will vary Unit to Unit, Agency to Agency
.

Every user in the WFDSS application requires their OWN LOGIN ID due to 
security requirements, just like the rest of the federal applications.
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INTELLIGENCE

1

2

3

Intelligence Tab offers easy access to a variety of basic decision support 
information Spatial information – T&E species, Fire History

- Weather Forecasts

- Values Inventory – based on tier1 RAVAR data in a radius – similar to 
RiVAT products from 2008

- Fire Danger – ERC-G 

- Strategic Objectives that were pre-loaded into the system

(1) Using the “i” button, users can click on the map.

(2) Users can then choose to view the Weather Forecasts, Values Inventory, 
Fire Danger or Strategic Objectives

(3) Users can also view the underlying LANDFIRE data.
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Zone Fire Weather Forecasts

Spatial data in WFDSS allows the system to access the zone forecast for the 
specific area.
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ERC-G

ERC-G graph for nearest weather station
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Strategic Objectives

Strategic objectives . . . In the future WFDSS is planned to have spatial FMU 
information that will pull specific strategic objectives for the location by 
linking the text to the spatial data
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Values Inventory

Value inventory displayed is a 5-mile radius of coordinates
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BASIC FIRE BEHAVIOR

Basic fire behavior outputs can be produced by Dispatchers or Authors.  This 
analysis runs on an un-calibrated landscape chosen on the fire information 
page.  Example, folks in CA are directed to use the CA Landscape layer 
instead of the LANDFIRE layers available.  The analysis also chooses weather 
from the closest weather station.  Also available will be a minimum travel time 
product to show flow paths and expected arrival times.
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How To Create a WFDSS 
Incident and use the 

Intelligence Tab

Basic fire behavior outputs can be produced by Dispatchers or Authors.  This 
analysis runs on an un-calibrated landscape chosen on the fire information 
page.  Example, folks in CA are directed to use the CA Landscape layer 
instead of the LANDFIRE layers available.  The analysis also chooses weather 
from the closest weather station.  Also available will be a minimum travel time 
product to show flow paths and expected arrival times.
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Creating a new incident and gathering intelligence:  

After signing into WFDSS, click on the INTELLIGENCE tab.

(1) - Click on the INTELIGENCE tab

(2) - Users can choose base layers and other fire related spatial data for 
viewing near the incident
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Gather INTELLIGENCE - Current Weather Forecast, Values Inventory, and Fire 
Danger Information provided by:

Choose the “ i ” tool and click on the map where the incident is located 

Users can now view:

-LANDFIRE data at the temporary point created 

-Weather Forecast based on spatial data for the fire weather zone
in the area

-Values Inventory for the set radius – 0.1 miles radius produces 
information for a 20 acre area 

-Fire Danger (ERC-G graph for closest weather station or if 
coordinates for a weather station are entered, the ERC graph for that station 

will appear)

-Strategic Objectives will be available based on spatial data for
fire management units.  This feature will only be available when

spatial fire management/land management unit data is available
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Next, to CREATE the incident from coordinates or by clicking on the map:

(1) - Click on the WFDSS Symbol on the tool bar, then click on the map for fire 
coordinates

(2) - Coordinates can also be adjusted by directly entering into the text box 
after the map has been clicked

(3) - Add Incident Name

(4) - Click Next
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Notice – The next screen that appears already has several fields pre-field 
(Affected Jurisdictions, Forest Name, and Landscape Data Source). Fields are 
automatically populated when an incident is created from the INTELLIGENCE 
tab.  Simply verify the information on the screen.  Acreage and Affected 
Jurisdictions can be modified as needed.  Add the affected acreage if know.  
This can be updated as the incident evolves.   The fire number should be 
entered.  It is the NWCG standard year-state unit-number (2009-NMGNF-
00011).  The firecode should be entered to help with account tracking.  Also in 
the future as fire systems are connected the fire number and firecode will be 
integral in linking systems together. Click CREATE.  
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After the CREATE button is pushed, users will see the incidents are 
successfully created at the top of the next screen.  Information can still be 
edited on this screen and saved.  This information can be edited by any user 
with a Dispatcher Role within the same Geographic Area.  The Dispatcher 
Role can edit the Fire Information page even after the decision documentation 
begins and a user with Author Role privileges owns an incident. Incident 
Ownership will be covered in the Author Role training material.
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Dispatcher Roles within a 
Geographic Area

Dispatcher Role users can edit Incident Information for other incidents within 
their Geographic Area.  Incident Ownership does not affect Dispatcher Role 
users.  Incident Ownership will be covered in the Author Role.
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Incident Situation Sub tab

1

The SITUATION subtab of an INCIDENT functions like the INTELLIGENCE tab.  

(1) Users can view data layers on the Map tab.
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Incident Situation Sub tab

1

2

3

Situation Sub Tab offers easy access to a variety of basic decision support 
information Spatial information – T&E species, Fire History

-Weather Forecasts

-Values Inventory – based on tier1 RAVAR data in a radius – similar to RiVAT
products from 2008

-Fire Danger – ERC-G 

-Strategic Objectives that were pre-loaded into the system

(1)Using the “i” button, users can click on the map.

(2)Users can then choose to view the Weather Forecasts, Values Inventory, 
Fire Danger or Strategic Objectives

(3)Users can also view the underlying LANDFIRE data.
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NIXON WEATHER STATION (#020113) 
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SUMMARY:SUMMARY:

•Defined the Dispatcher Role

•Explored the Intelligence tab

• Zone Fire Weather Forecasts 
• ERC- G
• Values Inventory
• Basic Fire Behavior

•Created an Incident

•Explored the Situation Sub tab

SUMMARY:

There are other functions on some of the tabs we have visited that are not 
related to the Dispatcher Role.  These functions will be covered in other 
material related to the Author Role, Fire Behavior and Fire Perimeters. 

We did complete the following objectives:

Define the Dispatcher Role

Explore the Intelligence tab

Zone Fire Weather Forecasts 

ERC- G

Values Inventory

Basic Fire Behavior

Create an Incident

Explore the Situation Sub tab
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Where to find WFDSSWhere to find WFDSS

• Request your user 
account now!!

• http://wfdss.usgs.gov


