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April 2009 WFDSS Enhancement

The following are the highlighted Enhancements:
• Hover Text and Tools

• Decision Document - Pre-loaded Information

• Planning Area
Will choose Fire Weather Zones from underlying data

Will merge multiple weather zone forecasts together

• HELP and FEEDBACK buttons

• WFDSS Map Image Capture 

• SCI changes

• Image upload
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Hover Text: Menu Items

Place the Cursor over MENU Items to view the Hover Text. 
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Hover Text: Buttons

Place the Cursor over Buttons to view the Hover Text.
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Hover Text: Column Headings

Place the Cursor over Column Headings to view the Hover Text.
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Hover Text: Fields

Place the Cursor over Fields to view the Hover Text.
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TOOL Text: Pan Tool

Place the Cursor over TOOLS to view the Tool Text.
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WFDSS: Tools (Hand, Add Point & 
Draw Line Icons)

Hand Icon/ Pan 
Tool

Appears on the Map View. Clicking the icon and 
then placing your cursor on the map, then 
clicking and holding the mouse button as you 
drag moves the map accordingly. (Same effect 
as clicking the directional arrows.)

Add Point Icon Appears on the Map View. Clicking the icon and 
then clicking on the map inserts a yellow dot on 
the map. 

Draw Line Icon Appears on the Map View. Click the icon, then 
shift-click on the map where you want to start the 
line. Drag the cursor to where you want the next 
point and click once to continue drawing. 
Double-click to set the end point. The rectangle 
appears yellow when selected and red when not 
selected.

Tool Descriptions and How to use them.
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WFDSS: Tools (Draw Rectangle, 
Polygon and Arrow Icons)

Draw Rectangle 
Icon

Appears on the Map View. Click the icon, place 
the cursor on the map where you want to start 
the rectangle. Shift-click and hold the mouse 
button as you drag the cursor diagonally to 
where you want the end point. Unclick the 
mouse button to set the end point. The 
rectangle appears as a shaded yellow box 
when selected and as a red rectangle when not 
selected.

Draw Polygon 
Icon

Appears on the Map View. Click the icon, place 
the cursor on the map where you want to start 
the polygon. Click the icon, then shift-click on 
the map where you want to start the polygon. 
Drag the cursor to where you want each point 
for the edge of the polygon, clicking once to set 
the interim points. Double-click to set the end 
point. The polygon appears as a shaded yellow 
shape when selected and as a red rectangle 
when not selected.

Arrow Icon Appears on the Map View. Clicking the icon 
changes your cursor to an arrow. Click the 
shape or point on the map that you want to 
select. Clicking again deselects the shape.

Tool Descriptions and How to use them.
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WFDSS: Tools (Eraser, Ruler & 
Landscape Extent Icons)

Eraser Icon Appears on the Map View. Clicking the icon 
removes all of the selected shapes from the 
map. There is no undo, so be sure that you have 
selected only those shapes you want to remove 
before clicking the icon.

Ruler Icon Appears on the Map View. Clicking the icon 
changes your cursor to an arrow with a dot on 
the end. Click the map where you want to start 
measuring and drag your cursor to the end 
point. Double-clicking sets the end point. The 
measured distance appears in the left pane.

Landscape Extent 
Icon

Appears on the Map View. Click the icon, 
place the cursor on the map where you 
want to start the landscape extent. Shift-
click and hold the mouse button as you 
drag the cursor diagonally to where you 
want the end point. Unclick the mouse 
button to set the end point. The boundary 
of the extent appears as a green line.

Tool Descriptions and How to use them.



11

WFDSS: Tools (Fire & Information Icons)

Fire Icon Appears on the Map View. Clicking the icon 
changes your cursor to an arrow with a dot on 
the end. Click the map where the incident is 
located. The latitude and longitude appear in the 
left pane. If the incident is large, you can click 
and hold the mouse button while dragging the 
cursor across the map to create an incident 
shape. Double-clicking sets the end point and 
releases the cursor.

Information Icon Appears on the Map View. Clicking the icon 
changes your cursor to an arrow. Clicking the 
map view displays a yellow dot on the map, and 
the latitude/longitude for the dot appears in the 
left pane.

Tool Descriptions and How to use them.
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Decision Document

Select a Pending Decision with the RADIO Button, then Select EDIT.
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Decision Document

Click the PLUS Sign under INCIDENT CONTENT to begin the documenting the Decision. 
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Decision Document: Example 
“Validation”

To promote the VALIDATION, Click on the Text Box next to VALIDATION HISTOTY, 
while VALIDATION CONTENT under the DECISION CONTENT is highlighted.
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Decision Document: Example 
“Validation”

1

2
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Decision Document: Saving a Decision 
Content

1

2

Click on the SAVE Icon (1) to save the Decision Content of the VALIDATION HISTORY. 
Then Click on the DOWN ARROW (2) to view the Contents.
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Decision Document: Viewing the 
Contents

The Arrow will point upper, to close the text Click on the ARROW again.
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Decision Document: Deleting the from 
the Decision Content

Click on the NEGETIVE Icon and Click on OK.
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Decision Document: Content Deleted

Content Deleted
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WFDSS: Feedback Button

Click on the FREEBACK Text
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Feedback Button: Release Notes & Users Guide

From this screen, you can VEIW Release Notes and WFDSS User’s Guide.
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Feedback Button: Entering Text

First, type your FEEDBACK in the text box.
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Feedback Button: Browse & Attach a File

Attach a file by using the BROWSE button.
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Feedback Button: Browse & Attach a File

Click on the ATTACH FILE button to complete the operation.
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Feedback Button: Submitted Successfully

Finally Click SUBMIT FEEDBACK button.  



26

WFDSS: Help Button

Click the HELP link.
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Help Button: Contents Tab

The three HELP Tabs (Content, Index and Search) will be available to find the 
various help content.  Click the CONTENT Tab and the Table of Contents will 
appear. Context-sensitive help is available for some pages.
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Help Button: WFDSS Overview

Click the PLUS Sign next to each Content Heading and the SUB-CONTENT listing 
will appear.
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Help Button: Documentation Overview

Click the PLUS Sign next to each Content Heading and the SUB-CONTENT listing 
will appear
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Help Button: The Basics

Click the PLUS Sign next to each Content Heading and the SUB-CONTENT listing 
will appear.
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Help Button: Business Process

Click the PLUS Sign next to each Content Heading and the SUB-CONTENT listing 
will appear.
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Help Button: Reports

Click the PLUS Sign next to each Content Heading and the SUB-CONTENT listing 
will appear.
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Help Button: Fire Behavior

Click the PLUS Sign next to each Content Heading and the SUB-CONTENT listing 
will appear
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Help Button: Descriptions  & Glossary

Click the PLUS Sign next to each Content Heading and the SUB-CONTENT listing 
will appear
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Help Button: Index Tab

Click the INDEX Tab and the alphabetical listing of topics will appear
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Help Button: Search Tab

Click the SEARCH Tab.
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Help Button: Enter a Keyword

Enter a Keyword or Phase.
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Moving within Help Buttons

The are four navigating tabs, UPPER ARROW – move up the Content List, DOWN 
ARROW – move down the Content List, CONTENT Tab – take you back to 
CONTENT LISTING and the SEARCH Tab – takes you back to the Alphabetical 
Listing.
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Map Image Capture
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Map Image Capture: Name

Enter the IMAGE NAME
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Map Image Capture: Action Tab

It is optional to enter a IMAGE DESCRIPTION, then Click CAPTURE IMAGE.
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Map Image Capture: Sent for 
Processing
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Map Image Capture: View from Reports

To view the same image, go to REPORTS Tab and Click VIEW FULL REPORT.
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Map Image Capture: View from Content

Click the PLUS sign next to the Fire Name (“Test – Ag”)
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Map Image Capture: Image Tab

Click the IMAGE Folder
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Map Image Capture: Author’s Name

Image are stored by the Name of the Author of the Image, Click the Author’s Name.
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Map Image Capture: Fire’s Name

Click the Page icon next to the Fire Name (“Test – Ag”)
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Map Image Capture
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Stratified Cost Index (SCI)

Click the STRATIFIED COST INDEX (SCI) Tab and then Click CREATE
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Stratified Cost Index (SCI): The 
Request

Your request for an SCI will be submitted for processing, once the Basic Fire 
Behavior analysis processed, the SCI will be ready for EDITING.
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Stratified Cost Index (SCI): Edit

Once it comes back, a MODEL will be assigned.  Click CREATE again to EDIT, 
SET the ESTIMATED ACRES and enter the SCI NAME
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Stratified Cost Index (SCI): Enter Data

Enter ESTIMATED ACRES and SCI NAME
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Stratified Cost Index (SCI): Save Data

SAVE data
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Stratified Cost Index (SCI): Calculate 

Click CALCULATE SCI button.



55

Stratified Cost Index (SCI) Accept

Click ACCEPT button and SAVE button.
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Stratified Cost Index (SCI): Completion

A completion date will be assigned.  From this point, you can copy the SCI NAME 
and EDIT the ACRES, Fire Behavior, etc.
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Image Upload

Click IMAGE UPLOAD
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Image Upload: Enter Name & 
Description 

Enter Name & Description and Select IMAGE  TYPE
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Image Upload: Browse

Click the BROWSE button and locate the IMAGE to be uploaded.
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Image Upload: Processing

Click the UPLOAD button to complete the process.
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Image Upload: Successful
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Image Upload: Images

Click the PLUS sign next to the Fire Name (“Test – Ag”) and then select the 
IMAGE folder.
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Image Upload: View
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Questions

QuestionsQuestions


