
WFDSS 

 

Overview 

This document outlines the method for entering a new incident in the Wildland Fire Decision Support 

System.  This document has been created based on feedback presented from the field and seeks to 

clarify both the methodology and the reasoning behind it.  F

fire_help@.fs.fed.us. 

 

To create an incident in WFDSS: 

1.) Log into the system 

a. For actual incidents use the 

b. For training and practice use the 

2.) When the application loads

starting with this tab. 

 

 

 

 

3.) Viewing the map, zoom into the area you are interested in

a. Holding the Shift key on the keyboard, click and hold the left mouse button and drag a 

box around the area you wish to zoom into (the area in which the fire is located).

b. Continue to zoom in until the area is clear e

establish the location of the fire.

c. By clicking on the plus sign beside the Base Layers 

heading in the Layers window you can change the 

base map the application uses (this may make 

finding the location easier.

 

4.) Click on the Create a New Incident

 

 

 

 

5.) Click on the map over the estimated location                           

of the incident. 

6.) This will place a temporary marker on the map and will enable the Create Incident Window 

under the Info tab at the left.

 

7.) Notice that the Latitude and Longitude are populated based on 

where you clicked the map to initiate the incident.  

               the coordinates on this screen (you will have the opportunity to do 

               so after 

8.) Give your incident a name

9.) Click the 

 

 

After clicking the Next button you are taken to the Create Incident 

contains a list of information that is related to the incident you initiated with you map click.  T
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For actual incidents use the Production System 

nd practice use the Training System 

When the application loads, Select the Intelligence tab. New incidents should always be entered 

oom into the area you are interested in 

e Shift key on the keyboard, click and hold the left mouse button and drag a 

box around the area you wish to zoom into (the area in which the fire is located).

Continue to zoom in until the area is clear enough to 

establish the location of the fire. 

By clicking on the plus sign beside the Base Layers 

heading in the Layers window you can change the 

base map the application uses (this may make 

finding the location easier. 

Create a New Incident button (located below the Intelligence Tab)

Click on the map over the estimated location                            

This will place a temporary marker on the map and will enable the Create Incident Window 

left. 

Notice that the Latitude and Longitude are populated based on 

where you clicked the map to initiate the incident.  DO NOT 

the coordinates on this screen (you will have the opportunity to do 

so after clicking next…) 

Give your incident a name 

Click the Next… button 

button you are taken to the Create Incident data form.  This form 

contains a list of information that is related to the incident you initiated with you map click.  T
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This document outlines the method for entering a new incident in the Wildland Fire Decision Support 

System.  This document has been created based on feedback presented from the field and seeks to 

or questions or comments please contact 

tab. New incidents should always be entered 

e Shift key on the keyboard, click and hold the left mouse button and drag a 

box around the area you wish to zoom into (the area in which the fire is located). 

button (located below the Intelligence Tab) 

This will place a temporary marker on the map and will enable the Create Incident Window 

Notice that the Latitude and Longitude are populated based on  

DO NOT change    

the coordinates on this screen (you will have the opportunity to do  

data form.  This form 

contains a list of information that is related to the incident you initiated with you map click.  This 



WFDSS 

 

screen allows you to edit the contents and includes a selection of auto

based on the fire location. 

 

 

From this tab you can complete several tasks (and notice several features of WFDSS

 

1.) WFDSS has populated the Unit Id, 

Responsible Agency(s) based on the location you clicked on the map to initiate the incident.

2.) Provided you have accurate Lat/Longs from the field you can now change the 

Longitude fields.  Note:  you can enter either decimal degrees or degrees, minutes, seconds.  

Pay close attention to the datum that you are referencing with these coordinates.  WFDSS 

requires that you use either WGS84 or NAD83 for your datum.  NAD27 coordinates will re

unfavorable results as this datum is drastically different from NAD83 or WGS84.

3.) Fill in the following: 

a. Local Number limited to 6 digits (

digits).   

b. The Fire Code limite

c. Discovery Time 

4.) Check all other fields to ensure accuracy

5.) Click the Create button and the incident is saved in the system.

 

 

Questions? Contact the Fire Applications Help Desk:  
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screen allows you to edit the contents and includes a selection of auto-populated information 

 

 

From this tab you can complete several tasks (and notice several features of WFDSS) 

WFDSS has populated the Unit Id, Responsible Unit Name at Point of Origin, Discovery Date

(s) based on the location you clicked on the map to initiate the incident.

Provided you have accurate Lat/Longs from the field you can now change the Latitude

:  you can enter either decimal degrees or degrees, minutes, seconds.  

Pay close attention to the datum that you are referencing with these coordinates.  WFDSS 

requires that you use either WGS84 or NAD83 for your datum.  NAD27 coordinates will re

unfavorable results as this datum is drastically different from NAD83 or WGS84.

Local Number limited to 6 digits (Note: For BIA fires this code is typically less than 4 

limited to 4 or 6 characters (established from the Fire Code program)

Check all other fields to ensure accuracy 

Click the Create button and the incident is saved in the system. 

Contact the Fire Applications Help Desk:  fire_help@fs.fed.us, +1 800-253-5559
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populated information 

Discovery Date, and 

(s) based on the location you clicked on the map to initiate the incident. 

Latitude and 

:  you can enter either decimal degrees or degrees, minutes, seconds.  

Pay close attention to the datum that you are referencing with these coordinates.  WFDSS 

requires that you use either WGS84 or NAD83 for your datum.  NAD27 coordinates will result in 

unfavorable results as this datum is drastically different from NAD83 or WGS84. 

is typically less than 4 

stablished from the Fire Code program) 

5559 


